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We Are Happy To Be A Part Of This 
Progressive Community 
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1850-51 West Branch was founded by Quakers from 
Ohio and Indiana among whom were families of Joseph 
Quaintance, Isiah Morris and David Tatum. They settled on 
the west branch of the Wapsinonoc creek in Cedar county, 
lowa township (now Springdale township), midway between 
the lowa river to the west and the Cedar river to the east. 
Mask-wah-wak-wah was the name the Indians had given the 
Cedar river, meaning Red Cedar, for the red cedar trees 
which grew in abundance at the river edges. Local Friends 
later were to identify their meeting, Red Cedar. ° 

During 1845-46, most of the Sac and Fox Indians, who 
had roamed the prairie, were removed to their reservation in 
Kansas. The few Indians who were here when the settlers 
arrived were friendly ones, camped along the creek, begging 
for food. 

1852 William Townsend and family built the first home 
here. During the same year Samuel Abbott and Samuel King 
with their families arrived. 

1853 The second house here was erected by Joseph Steer. 
Soon, the families of Eli Hoover (Herbert Hoover’s grand- 
father), James Townsend, Thomas Barrington and Michael 
King located here. 

The first postoftice and grocery was kept by Samuel King 
in his house on the south side of Main street, in the west 
part of the village. Friends met there for worship and one 
couple was married there. 

The Friends built a one-story school house on the south- 
west corner of Main and Downey streets for $800. William 
Townsend was the first president of the school board and 
Miss Mary Miles was the first teacher. The school was also 
used as a temporary meeting house for Friends. During busi- 
ness meetings a canvas stack cover was hung up across the 
room to divide the men’s and women’s groups. John Y. 
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Yost Branch - Hts First 100 Dears 


CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY 
of West Branch, lowa 


1g>1-1951 


This chronological data of West Branch history was compiled by Bernie Corbin. 
A major portion of the information was obtained from “Tlerbert Hoover's Flome 
Town: the Story of West Branch,” an interesting record of local happenings, written 
by Maud Stratton in 1946. Mrs. Stratton, a life-long resident of this community, bas 
been the town's most valuable guardian of historical facts. Her 50 years of service with 
the West Branch Times enhanced her opportunity to become a living part of the town’s 


Other sources of information used for this record were “History of Cedar County, 
Jowa™’ (1878) loaned by Harold C. Kinsey; “A Topical History of Cedar County, 
Jowa’™’ (1910), property of €. £. Hollingsworths, “History of Cedar County, Jowa’’ 
(1901) from the local library, records of churches, and other information from many 
generous and cooperative residents of ‘West Branch. 


Hoover and Mary Jay were married here as were several 
other couples. 

1855 The Wilbur branch of Friends established the Hick- 
ory Grove Meeting House east of West Branch. 

1856 The Friends purchased a large plot of land and built 
a meeting house well back from Main street and directly 
north of the little school house. 

Ox teams were not uncommon as a means of transportation 
to take the family to meeting. David and Hannah Tatum are 
said to have driven an ox and a cow hitched to a lumber 
wagon. 

One lady carried a bottle of smelling salts to meeting to 
revive drowsy worshippers. 

As many as 60 children were marched in orderly fashion 
from the school to attend Fourth Day services at the meeting 
house. 

At the Quaker meetings the ladies wore silks and woolens 
in somber colors and their bonnets were the “prairie schoon- 
er’ styles. The men’s section of the meeting showed a sea of 
broad-brim hats which were not removed during the services, 
and which shaded their collarless coats of blacks and browns. 

1856 The postoffice had been moved to the home of 
James Townsend, who kept an inn, the “Traveler's Rest”. | 
was moved there from the Timothy Kirk home where it was 
located for a time after Samuel King left the village. 

John Brown, the famous abolitionist, had traveled with a 
son, riding a mule and leading a horse from Kansas to enter 
the Quaker settlement of Cedar county, where among the 
Friends he found kind treatment. About December 1856 he 
stopped at the Traveler’s Rest at West Branch and dismount- 
ing, astonished the genial landlord by asking: “Have you 
ever heard of John Brown?” Without replying, Mr. Town- 
send took a piece of chalk from his breast pocket, and taking 
Brown’s hat, marked thereon a large X; replaced the hat; de- 
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EAT JOHNSON'S... 


lowa Quality 
Selected Chicken 


FRYERS — ROASTERS — STEWERS 
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liberately marked Brown on the back thus “XX”, then he 
placed a broad X on the back of the mule and said, “Just put 
the animal into the stable and walk right into the house; thou 
art surely welcome.” 

The saga of Joseph Albin, who, in 1850, took over carrying 
the U. S. Mail as a lad of 14 years of age from Davenport to 
lowa City, first on horseback and then by stage coach, is one 
of the most colorful and adventurous in local history. Albin 
was a mail carrier for 21 years and lived to the era when air- 
planes carried the mail over the same route which he had 
traveled so slowly, many years before. Albin and his family 
for a number of years lived on a farm at West Branch which 
he purchased from Eli Hoover, grandfather of Herbert 
Hoover. 

1857 John Brown gathered recruits and spent the winter 
at the William Maxson home near Pedee, northeast of West 
Branch, where they pursued a course of military studies. It 
was at the Maxson place where one of the noted “under- 
}ground railroad” stations through which slaves found their 
' way to freedom, was located. 

The first flood of Wapsinonoc creek, since settlers had ar- 
rived, occurred and the creek was a mile wide in places. 

1858 Benjamin Miles and Elizabeth Bean recited the Qua- 
ker marriage ceremony in the new meeting house, being the 
first couple married there. 

1860 Joseph Steer started a general store in his home, in 
the west part of town, on the north side of Main street and 
the post oftice was moved to that place. Henry A. Jepson was 
postmaster. 


Wishing You Another 
Century of Progress! 
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Sandwich, Smoke or 
Beverage 


* 
_ JEFF AND HAZEL JEFFRIES 


A year and a half later, Steer built the first storehouse in 
town, on Main street. 

1864 In January, L. J. Leech, 17, enlisted in the army to 
serve with the Second Iowa Cavalry until October 1865. In 
1882 he received his degree from the College of Medicine at 
SUI after two years of study and began the practice of his 
profession at West Branch with the small capital of $100. 
He was the town’s doctor for 51 years. He died at the age of 
91 years. Dr. Leech was a member of the local Noel Morri- 
son post of the GAR; state commander of the GAR and at 
the time of his death in 1937 was the last of the local GAR 
veterans. He was a school director, Mayor, town councilman, 
U. S. pension examiner, representative in the state legislature, 
a member of Masons and Order of Eastern Star and a mem- 
ber of the Methodist church. Born in Ohio, August 3, 1846, 
he began his early career on a farm, coming to Cedar county, 
lowa with his father in 1855. 

There were 32 Civil War soldiers from the West Branch 
community. 

1864 Elizabeth Ann Harris, a Friends minister, sang a 
hymn in the Quaker meeting house, causing considerable dis- 
turbance. Hers was believed to be the first hymn sung in a 
Quaker meeting house in America in more than 100 years. 

1867 The main part of the new school house on the hill 
was built and operated by the Society of Friends with Joel 
and Hannah Bean as instructors. It was known as the Friends 
Academy. The Beans had formerly conducted a Select school 
at their home here called “The Evergreens”. $1500 was sub- 
scribed for construction of the Academy. 
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Congratulations, West Branch, on Your 


Hundred Years of Progress. 
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Within a short time the Friends were persuaded to rent 
their schoolhouse to the district. The Beans stayed on as 
teachers. The old school structure was moved from the corner 
of Main and Downey streets to the north of the newer build- 
ing on the hill and was used for primary pupils with Mary G. 
Townsend as teacher. 

The school district bought the school property from the 
Friends for $2500. The ground from which the original 
school was moved, sold for lots at auction for $900. 

1869 May 29 the village of West Branch was laid out by 
Joseph Steer, attorney for John Wetherel. To the east of the 
site a separate town, named Cameron, was laid off, surveyed 
several times by William Lamborn, concluded November 26, 
1869. Already the postoffice had been established in the West 
Branch area so the entire village reverted to the old name, 
West Branch. 

1870 A little paper, printed on 8x12 manila wrapping 
paper, was established in the village, issued occasionally by 
George Barrington, editor. In the fall of ’71, A. M. Russell 
-and C. E. Craighead established a printing office here and 
issued a larger paper, the Index. In April 1875, L. W. Raber 
superseded them and called the paper the Jimes. E. Grinnell 
became owner for two years, he in turn selling to Linneus 
| Warrington, who sold in the fall of ’78 to C. H. Wickersham. 
Wickersham changed the name to the Local Record. W. W. 
| Gruwell became owner for eight years, selling to S. E. Albin, 
who changed the name back to the Times. In June 1892 it 
was bought back by W. W. Gruwell, who, with his son A. C. 
Gruwell continued to issue it. Ross Leech succeeded the Gru- 


PHILLIPS 


"66" 
SERVICE 


For Your 


Car 


wells in this paper in 1901. In 1911 the paper was bought by 
F. E. Corbin. Elizabeth Corbin owned the Times from 1940 
until 1949 when it was sold to the present owner, Walter 
Navin. 


1870 Hulda Minthorn, a devout Quakeress, and Jesse 
Hoover (parents of Herbert Hoover), were married in a cere- 
mony March 12, in lowa City by the Rev. A. M. Smith. 


The Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern railroad was 
completed in December at which time 200 people met for a 
basket dinner near the tracks in celebration of the event. 
George Barrington was the first station agent. 

The Methodist church was built on Downey street between 
Penn and Wetherell streets, at a cost of $2300. The first 
local pastor was the Rev. A. B. Smith; Elisha Haines was the 
first Sunday school superintendent and Clark Bean was class 
leader. The Methodists, with 16 members, had organized 
the year before and preaching services were held irregularly 
in the school house with the Rev. William Lee of Tipton and 
others preaching the service. 

1871 For the past three years the Rev. Charles P. Spin- 
ning, a Presbyterian minister who resided north of town, had 
been preaching occasionally at the school house. 

The Witter building was erected on the corner of Main 
and Downey streets, site of the original school house. This 
structure was soon to be occupied by Nathan H. Crook’s 
restaurant and barber shop, and later his hotel. Crook took up 
a collection to build the first sidewalk, the width of two planks 
which extended from the middle of town to the depot. 
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GREETINGS 
To All Friends and Visitors to the Centennial 
FROM 


One of the Older Businesses, Which Has Been 
Here Since 1919. 


We started as West Branch Feed & Grain Co. 
Then in 1931 changed to Wilder Grain Co. 


We have been known as “The ‘Stare With The 
Checkerboard Sign” Since 1925. 


WILDER GRAIN CoO. 


H. L. MOORHEAD, Mar. 
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1873 The first regular hotel was built near the depot by 
Frank Savage. 

1874 Herbert Clark Hoover was born here August 10, in 
a two room cottage on Downey street. His father was Jesse 
Hoover, the village blacksmith, and his mother was Hulda 
Minthorn Hoover, a Quaker minister. 

1875 There were 353 inhabitants in the village, and de- 
siring to incorporate the town, a petition was circulated to 
which 32 legal voters signed their names. The election was 
held in the school house March 29, at which time there were 
41 votes cast for and 34 against the action. D. E. McClellan 
was the first mayor. The first ordinance passed by the city 
council prohibited citizens from) pasturing cows on Main 
street at midday. 

1875 Crystal Lodge, No. 49, 1.0.G.T., was organized in 
November with 30 charter members. The West Branch Bank 
was established January 15 by a stock company with cash 
capital of $25,000 under the management of Joseph Steer, 
president; A. H. Graham, vice president; and J. C. Chambers, 
cashier. (1895 it was called West Branch State Bank.) 

Presbyterian meetings were resumed and in 1877 the Pres- 
byterian Church was organized and the building was erected 
in the fall at the northwest corner of Main and Second 
streets. Rev. J. B. Snell was the first pastor. Prominent among 
the builders of the church were Brown, McClellan, McClister 
and Spinning. 

1876 The Band of Hope was organized by Rev. J. Y. 
Hoover. Meetings were held on every alternate Sabbath after- 
noon with a membership of about 100 young people. 


1878 Wapsinonoc Masonic Lodge, No. 381, named for 
Wapsinonoc creek, received its charter June 6. It had been 
organized the previous year after bitter antagonism had died 
down in the community, the Quakers being adverse to the 
“evils of secret societies”, Joseph Coombs was the first wor- 
shipful master. There were 11 charter members. 

1876 The Blue Ribbon club was organized after a temper- 
ance lecture was delivered here by Joseph Parham of Musca- 
tine. The society met in Bean’s Hall, D. E. Mackey was pres- 
ident. It was said that West Branch was taking a greater 
action against intemperance than most towns in the state. 

1877, A wing was added to the north side of the new 
school building, almost doubling its size, at a cost of $1775. 
It was said that the addition made it one of the largest and 
best of the graded schools on the west side of the river. There 
were three rooms, two recitation rooms and in 1878 there 
were 150 pupils. M. W. Macy was principal, the teachers 
were the Misses Elma Bray, Lottie Kalb and Jessie Courtland. 

The original school building which had been moved earlier 
from the corner of Main and Downey streets to the new 
school site, was now moved for the last time to the corner of 
Orange and Oliphant streets where it still stands as a dwelling 
house. 

The Baptist Church had its first regular services during the 
summer. A church building, six miles north of here, was pur- 
chased and moved to the south side of Main street, between 
Second and Third streets, and refitted for church purposes. 

The church of Wilbur Friends had been active for some 
time. They had a neat church on Green street near Fourth. 


For America’s Finest Car in the Low Priced Field 
See — Ride and Drive 


THE ‘S51 FORD 


Come In and Drive It 


Complete Service Department to Keep Your Car in 
Tip-Top Running Order 


WORRALL MOTOR CO. 
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For Almost Half a Century! 


THE WEST BRANCH TELEPHONE CO. 


Has Been Serving This Area 


FAITHFULLY AND WELL 


Congratulations on Your 


Centennial, West Branch! 


THE WEST BRANCH TELEPHONE CO. 


AL OHLAND, Manager 
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The West Branch bank built a fine two-story brick building 
on the northwest corner of Main and Downey streets. Of 
this, the basement was occupied by the Times office, the first 
floor by the bank and the second story was used as the hall of 
the Good Templars. 

1878 The first high school class was graduated. Members 
were Lida Gruwell, Emma Miles, Anna Penrose, M. W. Sav- 
age, Sadie Vore, Etta Beane, Will Atkins and Isabel Cole. 

The Friends officially closed the original cemetery located 
between the meeting house and the school grounds and a new 
burial ground was to be procured. 

The Crystal Lodge, in conjunction with the WCTU and 
Lecture Association established in the same room at the bank 
building a Temperance Reading Room, where there were inter- 
esting books, papers and magazines. 

1879 Townsend, Edmundson & Company installed the first 
telephone, connecting their store with the depot. This was a 
simple machine but the object of much awe. 

During the 70's, repercussions from a wave of evangelism 
stimulated by ‘“‘new-fangled ideas of hymn-singing and_ paid 
oratory” brought disunity among Quakers here as it did 
among similar groups in other parts of the country. Hulda 
Hoover (Herbert Hoover’s mother) was singing hymns in 
meeting. Some of the Friends, in protest of her action went 
outside the building until she completed her vocal demonstra- 
tion. 

1879 Jesse Hoover sold his little house and blacksmith 
shop for the sum of $1000 and moved his family to a home a 
block farther south on Downey street. 


Stretch 
Your 


Food Dollars 


YODER GROCERY 


1880 Jesse Hoover died at the age of 34 years. His body 
was the first to be buried in the new cemetery plot to the 
northwest edge of the village purchased by the town. His 
widow bought a marker which stood too high to suit the rigid 
ideas of the Friends, so she was obliged to have it set deeper 
in the ground to conform to the rules of simplicity. 

The mayor was instructed to ask anyone doing so to re- 
frain from selling cider by the glass within the town limits. 

1883 Because of the disturbing elements of evangelism the 
Quaker group here split. Those of the more modern ideas 
stayed on in the original meeting house, to be known as the 
Progressive Friends church. Those Friends of the more staid 
faction began holding meetings for worship at the Presby- 
terian church and called themselves Conservative Friends. 

Noel Morrison post of the Grand Army of the Republic 
was established (21 recruits), named after Noel Morrison, a 
young man who gave his life in the services of the Union. 
The ladies formed the Women’s Relief Corps, an auxiliary 
organization, which was active during many years. 

N. H. Crook placed a street lamp in front of the hotel, as a 
beacon for passengers from the late trains, the first street light 
in town. 

Friends established an Indian Industrial school, bringing 
here from Indian territory 28 boys and girls of several differ- 
ent Indian tribes, 27 Indian ponies, and Indian Jim Hawkheart 
who was stable boy, and his wife Nellie, the housemaid. 

The Indian children united with boys and girls of the Meth- 
odist church in a public Sunday school entertainment. Local 
children, among whom was Herbert Hoover, were learning to 
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Cigarettes 
Fountain 
Service 


—SERVING— 


BORDEN'S ICE CREAM 


L. D. REINBRECHT & SONS A Quarter Century... 
HARDWARE AND FURNITURE mae | 


Skelgas Service 
Speed Queen Washers 


Frigidaire Refrigerators - Ranges 
and Water Heaters 


AR hl cea kG ad ... of Plumbing Experience 


Coleman Heaters - Floor Furnaces 
and Water Heaters a 


Complete Line of Lowe Brothers Paint 


- WEST BRANCH, IOWA STRATTON 


Phone 237 Plumbing and Heating 
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ride Indian ponies, shooting bows and arrows, etc. When the 
spring term closed at the Indian school June 29, 1883 the 
exercises were opened with repeating the 23rd Psalm in con- 
cert, followed by declamations, songs, select readings, etc. 

September 11, Grace Yellowhair died. Soon others became 
ill. “The Indian school is about the next thing to a hospital,” 
the local newspaper said. There was dysentery, scrofula, lung 
trouble because the children hadn’t become acclimated. The 
school closed in November and the Indian children were 
moved to Salem. 

1883. Emmor Hawley opened a skating rink in the build- 
ing formerly used as an Indian school. It was the only amuse- 
ment place in town. 

1884 Hulda Hoover, mother of Herbert Hoover, died. 

One Saturday night in April, a construction crew of 95 
men, 18 women, and children, 33 teams of horses, and equip- 
ment for building a railroad at Cedar Valley near here, ar- 
rived at West Branch depot, unannounced. Hotels and other 
accommodations were filled to overflowing. The town’s 
butcher was awakened to slaughter extra beeves to feed the 
strangers. 

A Torch Light parade, a republican rally in protest of 
Grover Cleveland, was staged as a pre-election event, attend- 
ed by 2,500 people. In the parade were 400 horses with riders 
wearing tall caps, military capes and each had a torch on a 
-long pole which fit into a socket on the saddle. There were 
70 men on foot; three bands including two from the neigh- 
boring town of Tipton and the West Branch cornet band. 
The Cornet band had been performing here for many years 


JONES DRY GOODS STORE 


School Supplies - Stationery 
Greeting Cards 
Yard Goods - Blankets - China 
Ready-to-Wear - Notions 
Toilet Articles, Etc. 


PHONE 11 WEST BRANCH, IOWA 


W. B. ANDERSON 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 


Phone 43 


playing for weddings, charivaris, picnics and occasionally for 
funerals. Its members at the Torch Light parade wore elabo- 
rate uniforms, coats with gold braid and epaulettes and nifty 
caps with brilliant feather plumes. Among the dignitaries 
were Governor Buren R. Sherman. The country for miles 
around contributed companies of mounted men for the affair 
including Tipton, Pedee, Springdale, Rochester, West Lib- 
erty, and the South Prairie region. Herbert Hoover, a lad of 
10 years of age, witnessed the performance. The town’s pop- 
ulation was 462. 

1885 The town had three and one-fifth miles of side- 
walks; there were 502 residents—267 females, 235 males in 
111 families. 

Miss Olive Hoover invested in 30,000 silkworms. She had 
them growing and consuming a vast amount of Osage orange 
leaves. After about three weeks, as they were beginning to 
manufacture silk, disease killed them all in one day. 

On November 10, Herbert Hoover left for Newburg, Ore- 
gon, to live with his uncle, Dr. H. J. Minthorn. 

1886 West Branch held its first Cedar county fair. There 
had been established a half-mile race track; a large art build- 
ing, stock sheds and two wells to supply water. On exhibit 
were many products of home and farm with a wonderful dis- 
play of paintings and needlework. There were cakes, pies, 
breads, canned fruit, etc. Farmers showed livestock and poul- 
try. Daniel Cookson & Sons had been pioneering in breeding 
purebred Shorthorns and their Cruikshank cattle were known 
far and wide. The family employed a Scotch herdsman. G. A. 
Miles had fine specimens of Percherons from Europe. The 
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Hemingways were prominent as breeders of heavier horses. 
Randall Brothers who came here from Canada, were also well 
known as horsemen. The amphitheatre was always crowded 
for the races. The fastest time ever made on the West 
Branch track was credited to Josie B., time 2:33. 

1888 The Friends Conservative meeting house was erected 
at a cost of $2542.00. There was also much gratuitous labor. 
The Conservatives, who held meeting during the last five years 
at the Presbyterian church following the Friends separation 
here, had purchased land known as the Miles pasture on 
_ which to build for an additional $350. Those soliciting funds 
for the project were Jesse Negus, Clarkson Penrose, Resin 
~ Thompson and Charles W. Coffee. 

A band stand was erected over the old town well at the 
intersection of Main and Downey streets. 

1889 The Progressive Friends hired Susie Sisson as their 
first pastor. They built a parsonage the following year. 

1890 There was a big balloon ascension at the fair. The 
huge bag rose 2000 feet and came down in James Cook’s field 
a short distance from the fairgrounds. 

A few young bloods, including Van Myers and George 
Hoover, had created envy with high wheeled bicycles. Then 
came the regular wheels with Alfred Madsen and Albert Dun- 
lap making some nice racing records. Bicycles were popular 
with the young folks and special costumes were designed for 
lady cyclists. 

The Hickory Grove Quarterly meeting of Friends with do- 
nations from other Friends established the Scattergood Board- 
ing School just east of here at a cost of $9000. 


1892 The Happy Hour club of the Sons of Veterans 
Camp No. 182 sponsored what it called “the first ball in West 
Branch.” This was an achievement indeed, for the Quaker 
element and also the strict Methodists would have nothing to 
do with dancing and the young revelers were the subject of 
anxious discussion and dire prophecy. 

The four room school burned one cold windy night in No- 
vember, just two years after the school year had been in- 
creased from eight to nine months. A defective heating plant 
was the cause of the blaze. While a new building was being 
erected, the pupils shivered in a temporary structure which 
they named the “sheep shed”. The new frame building was 
ready for classes in 1893. It had four rooms, with a library 
over the front halls. 

As a result of the school fire, and for better protection 
against such disasters, a hand pump with hose was purchased. 
This elaborate equipment was kept on top of Oliphant’s Hill. 
Now that the school bell had been silenced the bell atop the 
Methodist church clanged out its sounds of warning to fire- 
men, supplementing the earlier mouth-to-mouth hair-raising 
cries of Fire! Fire! The old spring wagon with buckets, which 
had been the first fire fighting outfit, and which had been 
found, in time of need, mired in the mud in the hollow back 
of the People’s Store where it was kept, was sold at auction 
for $5. 

1893 An official fire company was organized and the 
town council voted to buy hook and ladder equipment and 
two four gallon extinguishers. Members of the fire depart- 
ment were very proud of their bright red flannel shirts with 
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the insignia on the bosoms, and tall, black caps. They called 
themselves, “Rescue Hook and Ladder Company No. 1” 
Practice runs were made and Charlie Maris set a new speed 
when he ran 20 yards and climbed an 18-foot ladder in nine 
seconds. When a fire broke out it was said, “Redcoats sprang 
up everywhere, looking like a small fire themselves.” The 
boys fairly outdid themselves getting a bucket chain formed 
to fight the flames. E. C. Shaffer was elected foreman of the 
department. 

1894 A new town hall was erected. Firemen stored their 
equipment in the structure. A bell was added in the cupola. 
$2,000 was allowed for the new hall and the firemen’s equip- 
ment. 

About this period came the introduction of the first auto 
here, an elegant Winton with a suitable attire required for the 
driver. The owner, Joseph Steer, made a striking appearance 
in his long duster, cap and gauntlets as he drove out of town, 
but all too frequently walked back. Such a noise as the auto- 
| mobile made! Horses were frightened and had to be led by 
irate farmers as the fiendish machine appeared and was 
passed. Such queer “innards” the machine had, too, that it 
baffled local mechanics, and Mr. Steer spent all of his spare 
time trying to devise a substitute for air for the tires, and also 
some method by which he could keep the car going after he 
got it started. 

One farmer was so infuriated when he met an early motor- 
ized contraption that he kept his team and wagon in the cen- 
ter of the road, forcing the automobile into the ditch. The 
farmer then jumped from his wagon and with a board in his 


hand he pounded the automobile on all sides. It was said the 
car-beating later cost the farmer $300 for repairs. 

1895 Burr Oak Camp No. 2,869, Modern Woodmen of 
America, was organized April 11, 1895 by Charles F. Bray- 
ton, Deputy Head Consul. There were 16 charter members. 

1896 The first Lutheran church was erected at a cost of 
$1,200. There were 29 charter members, Danes, who had 
come here in the late 1800’s from about the same community 
in Denmark. Since the early days when he used to drive by 
horse and buggy to notify people of the community that ser- 
vices were to be held in different homes, John Jensen’s name . 
has been associated with the Lutheran church. 

1897 Herbert Hoover returned here in March to spend 
the day. He was enroute to London, England. 

1898 The first electric lights were turned on in West 
Branch with 150 lights burning. D. M. Dixson was the 
mayor. 

Samuel Holland and Henry Robertson were to be veterans 
of the Spanish-American War. 

The West Branch Savings Bank was organized. J. C. Crew 
was the first president. 

1900 The first rural telephone toll service in the state of 
lowa was made from the West Branch telephone lines in July. 

Juanita Chapter, OES, was organized with 24 charter mem- 
bers, Mrs. Winnifred Willsey was instrumental in founding 
the local chapter. She was the first Worthy Matron. 

1901 October 16, West Branch Lodge No. 680, IOOF, 
was established with seven charter members; A. G. Hoffman, 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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They always say that the first 100 years is the 
hardest. West Branch has made the grade in 
high gear. This little town has produced as 
many U.S. presidents as all the other towns 
and cities west of the Father of Waters put to- 
gether. And it also produces better milk than 


any other place. That's a record. 
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THE WEST BRANCH CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 


Proudly Presents 


“WEST BRANCH CENTENNIAL DAYS” 


A John B. Rogers Production 


& 


Released and Staged 
by 
RICHARD T. SPITLER 
Representing 
the 
JOHN B. ROGERS PRODUCING CO. 


Fostoria, Ohio 
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_ SPECIAL RECOGNITION - 


To All Participants In West Branch Centennial Days 


The staging of any celebration as large as our West Branch Centennial Days entails 
the effort and cooperation of bundreds of loyal neighbors and friends of our community. 
We feel sure that this celebration, like many of its predecessors, will be a huge success and 
a credit to all who call West Branch their bome town. We would like to thank you for 
your part in making this 100th birthday one that will be talked about when the 200th 
anniversary of the town is commemorated in 2051. No matter what your duty has been, 
whether a spectator, a participant, or one of the busiest executives, you have done well. 
Thanks a lot. 


West Branch Centennial Days, Inc. 


WEST BRANCH CENTENNIAL DAYS, INC. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Don Johnson, President W. B. Anderson 
LaMar Foster, Jr., Vice President Cheral Hillier 
Mrs. F, E. Corbin, Secretary Walt Navin 
Rev. D. D. Thogerson, Treasurer Don Rummells 


Albert Swart 
Carl Wilhelm 
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OFFICIAL PROGRAM 


West Branch Centennial Days 
Special Events 


i 


“HOMECOMING DAY” 
Thursday, July 12th 


ROMEO CELT LeU IC IES? LoAIICL) dy setee sth esti cou sulnncmntee wd theese 7:00 — Athletic Field 
Rea ae CPIWR POUR PL, LEN ak cee aay) a or cae 7:30 — Athletic Field 
Cee Dany Ce UT TCES Ws gecrn pA tiie, Wes Fak Me Me 8:00 — Athletic Field 
Bey Ee ee ee ee ee ee el eeces 8:15 — Athletic Field 
OULU HSE Oi" gsc | SW BY Roe SCT ut ann ae a ene 9:30 — Athletic Field 


“AGRICULTURAL DAY” 
Friday, a 13th 


nN OPAC VV Crem ce OS ede ee eS a 9:00 — Fosters 
JERRY SMITH, Cowboy Star aoe VIM Taal eck 1:30-2:00 — Athletic Field 
WEST LIBERTY SALUTES WEST BRANCH......2:00-2:30 

RIG SAIN Mie, Crtlest Speaker ty. geeus hives ieee oye 3:00 — Athletic Field 
POPOL MOU PONY (SHOW ob acco ee 4:00 — Athletic Field 
Cover 1 VV estiaperty) band eee Wk ke ee 7:15 — Athletic Field 
2nd Performance of PAGEANT SPECTACLE......:..........,... .8:00 — Athletic Field 


“PATRIOTIC DAY” 


Saturday, July 14th 


Be er Ce ELOJIN Fe Foes ba ears tule ln ie ck te ieee 9:00 — Downtown 
ORT LN cee ta i Bd od BE RS Pag IB) meats <a ee ta ee 11:00 — Downtown 
Peres Lats NG ON PEST jes bale ee 12:30 — Downtown 
Per ene 53 like, woe tertaitieve: st  siuk”, nah atom cueduetiys 1:00 — Downtown 
[ppd Sg a Ale a By let pe OT eA ED 2:00 — Downtown 
ee TRV AT AATVL Be tec Sed ee Tee Mere Le eee gee cha ak ie 3:00 — Athletic Field 
IOWA CITY MOOSE, Drum & Bugle Corps ayri eere. 6:30 — Downtown 
Blo eric LING BAIR ETON ect oh el 7:00 — Athletic Field 
CONCERT: West Branch Bandas sige te i 7:30 — Athletic Field 
peeGlrAl RECOGNITION SERVICE 2201. grea: 7:45 — Athletic Field 


3rd and Final Performance of “WEST BRANCH 
CENTENNIAL DAYS” PAGEANT SPECTACLE 8:00 — Athletic Field 


“RELIGIOUS DAY” 
Sunday, July 15th 
This Day Is Dedicated to All Faiths. 


rere OE OICA TION SER VICE ve keene 8:00 — Athletic Field 
PROF. H. J. THORNTON from the University of Iowa, 


Guest Speaker 
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West Main Street 
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East Side of Tracks East Main Street 


Photos courtesy E. L. Grega, U. C. Rummells, T, A. Moore, FE. M. Savage. 
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South Downey Street Corner Main and Downey Streets 


Original Friends Church Presbyterian Church Danish Lutheran Church 


North Fourth Street M. E. Church 


Photos courtesy Mrs. BE. O. Morris, BE. M. Savage, E. L. Gregg, Elizabeth Corbin. 
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Synopsis of Scenes and Cast of Characters 


Episode One: “QUEEN’S CORONATION” 
This lovely, colorful scene is one that you will remember for a long, long time. The beauty and splendor of 
the costumes, along with various lighting effects, make this scene one of the largest in the show. To the girl 
who is chosen Queen will go the honor and distinction of reigning over the entire celebration. This entire 
scene is dedicated to her as a tribute to her faithful services. 

Trumpeters—Peg Douglass, Sandra Corbin 

Jackies—Mary Lou Wilcoxen, Pauline Kessler, Shirley Mathias, Rosalie Albin 

Cadets— Marilyn Cahill, Faye Paulsen, Maralyn Wilson, Bette Phelps, Darlene Slach, Myrtle Cullum, Willa Mae Lawson 

Miss Columbia—Orlane White 

Miss Columbia’s Attendants— Janet Perkins, Doris Wordsworth, Lorna Coxon, Donna Morrison 

Princess of England—Dixie Lee Stuart 

Princess of France—Anita Sondergard 

Princess of Canada—Audrey Foster 


Episode Two: “AN EARLY INDIAN VILLAGE” 
Traces of prehistoric man have been found in our region but our story begins with the American Indian. 
The Sacs and the Fox were the principal tribes in this region. Their villages formed links with other Indian 
villages throughout the state. Here they placated the Gods of Fire, Water, Wind and Thunder. Warring 
when others intruded, closing the conflict with the peacepipe, families lived, lovers mated and old men shiv- 
ered a while at the campfire and passed to the Jand of the spirit. 
Sponsored by Wapsie Valley Grange—Walter Holloway, Leonard Burns, Harlan Meeks, Lewis Maske, Bill Hartsock, Hank Grant, Charles 
Jacobs, Clarence Lodge, Frank Sexton, Gary Meeks, Jim Maske, Keith Skriver, Clute Bowman, Harry Petersen, Edith Holloway, Daisy King, 


Leona Meeks, Loretta Bowman, Dorothy Lininger, Ella Gill, Margaret Petersen, Cora Maske, Donna Lininger, Paul and Marilyn Maske, Janice 
and Larry Gill, David, Dianna and Donna Hartsock, Freddie King, Donald Skriver, Loren Burns, Charles Lininger. 


Episode Three: “THE VANISHING AMERICAN” 

The Indians did not believe the treaty they signed in 1804 was a fair one, and after refusing to follow the 
terms trouble broke out between them and the white soldiers. Col. Henry Dodge and James D. Henry are 
credited with the defeat of the great chieftains who fought for their people, but it was Gen. Atkinson that, 
on Aug. 2, 1832, fought the decisive battle and received the surrender of the Red Men. 


Portrayed by the Episode Two cast. 


Episode Four: “THE FIRST SETTLERS” 
As time took its toll in years we come to 1850-51. This was the year West Branch was founded by Quakers 
from Ohio and Indiana. Among the early families were the Joseph Quaintances, the Isaiah Morris and David 
Tatum families. They settled on the west branch of the Wapsinonoc Creek in Cedar County, Springdale 
township. In 1852, William Townsend and family built the first home here. During the same year Samuel 
Abbott and Samuel King with their families arrived. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Pendergast, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Phelps, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sondergard, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Gilpin, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 


Fawcett, Mr. and Mrs, Floyd Fawcett, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stuart, Mr. and Mrs. Oswald Jensen, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Thomas, Mr, and Mrs. 
Francis Henderson, V. L. Pemberton, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Morris, Virginia Jensen. 


Episode Five: “THE SPIRIT OF 76” 
This scene is a tableau on the Spirit of “76”. It is true that life in our area began much after but as a tribute 
to those brave young souls of Washington’s time we show an actual reproduction of the Spirit of “76.” 


Dale Allen, Jack Root, Tommy Bryson. 


Episode Six: “READIN’, ’RITIN’, AND ‘RITHMETIC” 
No sooner had the Friends arrived than they began thinking of their little ones. These early settlers knew 
that education was one of the main factors of a prosperous community and a school was started. The build- 
ing was a one story affair on the southwest corner of Main and Downey streets. The very great expense of 
$800 went into the building. W. Townsend was the first president of the school board and Miss Mary Miles 
was the first teacher. 


Mary Marks, Eva Winters, Janet Gongwer, Janice Diltz, Mary Corbin, Sue Lambert, Carolyn Ludeman, Linda Turner, Don Thomas, Tommy 
Murch, Freddie Allen, Jay Cleveland, Robert Turner. 
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Episode Seven: “ALBIN, ‘TRAVELERS REST’ AND JOHN BROWN” 
During the Civil War, Joseph Albin was carrying mail from lowa City to Cedar Rapids and it was he who 
took the message of the victory at Vicksburg to Cedar Rapids. There were many dangers in the stagecoach 
days and also many annoyances; for instance, there were Vigilance Committees to contend with and the days 
when his passengers in the stagecoach were southern slave owners, seeking runaway slaves. 


Carl Christensen, Cecil Swart, Lewis Vincent, Gene Vincent, Lysle Emerson, Archie Maxson, Jack Kelch, Darrell Brown. 


Episode Eight: “REMEMBER THE SABBATH” 


This scene is dedicated to all faiths. Rather than choose any one to represent our spiritual ancestors, we 
dedicate this entire scene to all faiths so that all may enjoy it. 
Mr. and Mrs, Leo Moore, Mr. and Mrs, Gene Todd, Mr, and Mrs, John Meixner, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Voss, Mr. and Mrs. Anders Mather, Jr., 


Mr. and Mrs, Francis Hopp, Mr. and Mrs. Udell Holderman, Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Mayhew, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Swart, William Preston. 


Episode ‘Nine: “ANTEBELLUM DAYS” 


The West Branch community seemed to teem with good schools, active churches, enterprising citizens and 

good will. All were good neighbors, a staunch and hardy people. God’s grace was shed on this community. 

Then a dark shadow spread itself over the entire nation. Disunion was whispered for these United States. 
Portrayed by Episode Eight cast. 


Episode Ten: “REBELLION” 


The men of our section made sacrifices that the parasite of evil, known as slavery, could be cut off; leaving 
a true liberty for all; the scars to heal and grow into the principles of the greatest nation on earth. 


Kenneth Jeffries, Floyd Christensen, Dwight Jensen, Don Beeler, Elvin Larson, Ervin Larson, Al Hoffman, Bud Hoffman, Kenneth Lathrop, 
Donald Thomas, Cliff Heacock. 


Episode Eleven: “THE IRON HORSE” 


One of the greatest events to happen in this section was the coming of the first train in December, 1870, at 
which time 200 people met for a picnic near the tracks of the event. George Barrington was the first station 
agent. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Stratton, Susan Stratton, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Stotler, Chery! and Charon Stotler, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kinsey, Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence Crew, Mr. and Mrs, Paul Coulter, Mr. and Mrs. William Wertzbaugher, Mr, and Mrs. Charles Carran, Mr. and Mrs. Leland 


Moore, Mr. and Mrs, Robert Hedeman, Mr, and Mrs. Harold White, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Stotler, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Gruwell, Dean Gibson, Dave 
Kinsey, Darrell Kinsey, Joan Moore, Stephen Howell. 


Episode Twelve: “HOOVER IN WEST BRANCH’S BOOK OF FAME” 
In the 1870’s West Branch gave to the world one of its greatest citizens. Herbert Clark Hoover was born 
here August the 10th, 1874. This World Citizen was born in a two-room cottage on Downey Street. His 
father was Jesse Hoover, the village blacksmith, and his mother was Hulda Minthorn Hoover, a Quaker 
minister. 


Episode Thirteen: “THE GAYEST TEN YEARS” 


If you were a Gay Blade in the 90’s, you courted your best girl on a bicycle built for two. You raced your 
buggy down the streets and were threatened by the Long Arm Of The Law. You knew a lot of racy slang 
such as ‘‘23 Skiddoo” and “I Love My Wife But Oh You Kid”. 


Portrayed by Episode Eleven cast. 


Episode Fourteen: “IWO JIMA TABLEAU” 


The year not so very long ago we all remember because in one way or another it involved all of us. WAR! 
Once more the God Thor demanded the human sacrifice and from Cedar County and West Branch went brave 
young Americans to answer their country’s call. It was another War to end all Wars. Another War to make 
the World Safe for Democracy. 


Episode Fifteen: “THE MARCH OF FREEDOM” 

To the great story of Iowa, West Branch has contributed one of the most colorful chapters. As we review 
the panorama of our history however it is not to boast. Rather are we humbled that the past has bequeathed 
to us so rich a heritage and it is in that spirit that we face forward to meet the challenge of the changing 
world, striving towards the great principles of Freedom, Peace and Democracy for all the World. 


Stage Manager—Donald Rummells 
Narrators—Walter Navin, Jr., Frank E, Corbin, LaMar Foster, Jr., Bernard Aldeman, Betty Lou Rummells 
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1776 - 1951 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
175th Anniversary 


The Declaration of Independence was signed 
in 1776 in Independence Hall, Philadelphia. 
Now, 175 years later, as West Branch cele- 
brates its 100th birthday, we should pause and 
pay tribute to our forefathers who left with us a 
heritage rich with the elements of freedom. To- 
day we are faced with the forces of aggression 
and tyranny which are now threatening the 
utter destruction of the basic principles of this 
freedom, both with respect to individual liberty 
and the liberty of free nations. This is the year 
of re-dedication throughout America, when we, 
the people of the United States, should carry on 
our efforts for peace and freedom with a fuller 
understanding of the great truths set forth in 
the Declaration of Independence, with renewed 
determination to maintain our cherished free- 
dom, and with faith and hope in that Divine 
Providence which has protected our country 
from the beginning. 


1851 - 1951 
WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
100th Anniversary 


CONGRATULATIONS 


on Your 100th Anniversary 


‘A. L. DICE & CO. 
LUMBER & COAL 


WEST LIBERTY, IOWA 
Since 1901 
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The printing of this 
SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
was made possible by 

the generous cooperation 
of the advertisers 


found herein. 


The Centennial Days Committee 
thanks these merchants sincerely 
and asks that the readers 
of this program 
patronize them whenever possible. 


Authorized ROYAL Dealer 
WIKEL TYPEWRITER CO. 


23 E. WASHINGTON IOWA CITY 


STAFFORD 
ELEVATOR COMPANY 


GRAIN & SEEDS 
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(Continued from Page 15) 


A. L. Coy, H. B. Coy, L. C. Lewis, C. W. Ross, U. E. Daw- 
son and J. E. Stratton. On April 1, 1910 the lodge moved to 
its own building. It owned the fine bank building occupied by 
the Citizens Savings Bank. The ladies organization of this 
fraternity, Thelma Rebekah Lodge No. 544, IOOF, was or- 
ganized with 34 charter members in October 1903. 


Youth groups of the Methodist, Quaker, and Presbyterian 
churches organized a Young People’s Union here to establish 
a public library. A canvass of the town was made to secure 
literature and 150 books were contributed for the reading 
table. There was also a game room there with two other 
rooms above the T. T. Hathaway store. Ross Stratton was 
elected the librarian. The expense was met by subscription 
and a small charge for use of the books. The first year, $211 
was raised mostly by socials, suppers, etc. In 1903, “The 
Spinster’s Return” was given, netting $145, which was ex- 
pended for books. 

1904 The Enlow Free Public Library was _ established 
through the generosity of Mrs. Hulda Enlow, who donated 
$2000 for the building. It was to be supported by taxes. 
$500 of the donation was used to purchase the ground on 
which it was erected on Main street. The Young People’s 
Union, which had established a library here earlier, gave its 
books, magazines and other equipment to the new institution. 

The library board was composed of C. H. Hathaway, pres- 
ident; S. H. Mott, vice president; G. H. Hoover, secretary; 
O. L. Townsend, Dr. L. J. Leech, A. C. Hunter, E. L. Hol- 


lingsworth, Miss Cora Varney and Miss Bertha Armstrong. 
Sina Armstrong was the first librarian. 

For a number of years the local library had the distinction 
of having the largest circulation per capita of any public 
library in the state. Miss Mabel Leech was librarian from 
1918 to 1935. 

In 1930, the library received an anonymous gift of $2,000, 
and an addition to the original structure was made totaling 
$2,375. 

1904 The four room school building was struck by a bolt 
of lightning and burned to the ground. For a year, until a 
new $20,000 brick school building could be erected, classes 
were held at various store buildings about town. 

1905 July 21 occurred the 50th wedding anniversary of 
the pioneer couple, Rev. John Y. and Rev. Mary J. Hoover. 
They had come here from Ohio in 1854. As ministers of the 
Society of Friends since about 1864 they traveled as evan- 
gelists from ocean to ocean, worked for the church in Canada 
and New England, spent two years among the whites in the 
mountains of North Carolina, Virginia and Tennessee, for 
years in the work, never receiving any salary for preaching. 

The couple stood and renewed their vows of 50 years ago 
before more than 100 guests. The Friends ceremony (per- 
formed without a minister to officiate) follows: “In the pres- 
ence of the Lord and before this assembly, I, John Y. Hoover, 
take Mary Jay to be my wife, promising by divine assistance 
to be unto her a loving and faithful husband until death shall 
separate us.’ Then she said: “In like manner, I, Mary Jay, 
take John Y. Hoover to be my husband, promising by divine 


Happy 
100th Birthday 


West Branch! 


* 


EGGERS 
REPAIR SERVICE 


WYANT GREES 
PAINT & BODY SHOP 


RUMMELLS & SON 


Electric Appliances 
Radios — Television 
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General Electric Kohler Forced Hot 


Appliances Water Heating 
Electric Lighting Acme Quality 
Fixtures Paints 
Lennox Forced Air Eljer Plumbing 

Heating Fixtures 


BROWN'S 
HARDWARE 


“Quality Has No Substitute” 


Phone 60 
Burch Ventaire Aristocrat Venetian 
Aluminum Awnings Blinds 


Electric Service and 
General Plumbing House Wiring 


STANDARD OIL 
SERVICE 


L. E. MOORE, Station Manager 
H. C. KINSEY, Agent 


FARMERS FEED 


PRODUCE 


We Wish West Branch Another 100 Years 
of Prosperity 


Page 26 


1eppanM adint2 SAOOM FI 
iWepA Yaemia oO HO 


> 4 5 
PAN j i ai 
et sal 


Y a 


in) oa he 


assistance to be unto him a loving and faithful wife until 
death shall separate us.” 

1906 The town voted a waterworks bond of $15,000 and 
the following year Charles Stratton drilled the town well after 
which water was piped throughout the village. 

1913 Two big oxen roasted over the open fire in pits at 
the school grounds provided the biggest public event since the 
Torch Light parade. It was held on July 4 and climaxed the 
Chautauqua sessions. Fred Albin donated two fine beeves 
which were roasted by an imported chef. Business men in 
white caps and aprons served free roast beef sandwiches, 
baked beans, pickles, coffee and ice cream to 2,000 guests. 
An Indian band was featured for entertainment. 

1914 At the outbreak of World War I a cavalry troop 
was organized with Dr. J. C. MacGregor as captain. J. T. 
Butler and E. N. Hemingway were lieutenants. A large group 
of men enlisted, making camp near North Liberty for train- 
ing. Troop D saw service on the Mexican border, and after 
' America entered the war many of the cavalrymen, with a 
large number of others from here, enlisted. When the Armis- 
| tice was signed gold star symbolized the supreme sacrifice for 
six local soldiers, Chauncey Butler, for whom the local Amer- 
ican Legion post was named, Ross Mullison, Lloyd Cariens, 
_ Wilmer Jensen, Fred Crew and George King. 

1918 The West Branch school became a consolidated in- 
dependent district May 5. During Superintendent M. C. Del- 
Manzo’s term, 1919-1921, a new school building was erected 


for $200,000, E. L. Hollingsworth was president of the 
school board. 

1920 The first Community picnic, sponsored by the Com- 
munity club, was reminiscent of the pre-war barbecue. There 
were a few concessions, each of which was carefully censored 
in advance. No charge was made for anything except the 
merry-go-round and for soft drinks or other purchases at the 
two stands. The attractions were free and during the first few 
years of the celebrations free coffee and ice cream were given 
at noon. 

Later, when 4,000 persons were coming to the West Branch 
Community picnics, the free lunch was discontinued. The an- 
nual programs were varied and featured such events as parades 
with prizes; a farmer’s polo game; circus, complete with ele- 
phant; chariot race. The Roman chariot replicas were fash- 
ioned from the rear seats of old cars, turned around and 
mounted on wheels. All were gaily painted and hitched to 
them were some of the best horses in the country. The drivers 
were muscled farmers, in flowing robes and headbands of 
vivid colors. 

Lewis Albin will long be remembered for his ingenious 
creations featured in the parades. One such spectacle was an 
elaborate community float in white and gold, drawn by twelve 
pretty girls, garbed in white silk shirts, gold trimmed breeches 
and jaunty gold satin tams on their bobbed heads. 

The Community club was also holding its regular monthly 
meetings at the high school auditorium. Following the pro- 


WELCOME TO CENTENNIAL DAYS 


The name of Albin has been closely associated with West 
Branch and surrounding communities ever since George Albin 
and family came to the Rochester settlement in 1838. He as- 
sumed the duties of carrying mail from lowa City to Davenport 
by stage coach. 

At the age of 14, his son, Joseph Albin, took over this respon- 
sibility, sometimes carrying the mail on horseback. Joseph 
Albin, during his lifetime, was active in buying stock, paying for 
it in gold in the earlier days. 

At the age of 14 his son, Fred Albin, began his career by buy- 
ing stock, covering the surrounding country on horseback. Fred 
has been associated with the meat industry his entire life, and 
this, together with his 50 years as an active auctioneer, has 
caused him to be known over a wide scope of territory. 

In 1924, Fred Albin, with his son, Oliver, as partner, opened 
the present meat market, known as Albin’s Market, handling 
only the best quality of meats. In the last few years, they have 
added the same high quality of groceries, fruits and fresh vege- 
tables. During this span of years they have never changed from 
this standard of quality for which their store has become known. 


FRED ALBIN OLIVER ALBIN 
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D. E. EDWARDS, Inc. 
WELL DRILLING 
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Wishes West Branch 


Another Century of Progress 


CU INIPLETE .... 
SINCLAIR SERVICE 


Goodyear Tires - Auto-Lite Batteries 
Sinclair H-C and Ethyl Gasolines 


ROY E. MISEL & SON TOM'S 
SINCLAIR SERVICE 


Tank Wagon Service 


Complete Car Service 
WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
Phones 397M - 335M - 249Y Phone 69 


WEST LIBERTY, IOWA 
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gram there was a social gathering in the gymnasium with free 
refreshments and games for all. 

During the holiday season, the downtown district was al- 
ways decorated with lighted Christmas trees, pillars and posts 
of evergreens with open fireplaces of latticed brick on the 
pavement. There were roast weiners and marshmallows as 
part of the festivities. The event began as a three evening 
affair with a movie first; then a carnival, and as a finale, the 
Christmas eve program by the school children in the audi- 
torium. Santa Claus gave different treats each evening of pop- 
corn balls, oranges, apples, and candy. 

At the churches the spirit of Christmas abounded during the 
holiday season with special observances, giant sized Christmas 
trees, gaily ornamented and a Santa Claus for the distribution 
of gifts. 

Ten men organized the Chauncey Butler Post No. 514 of 
the American Legion with the charter granted in October. 
Howard Phelps was the first commander. 

1923 April 13, Herbert Hoover, secretary of commerce in 
President Harding’s cabinet, had come to Iowa to address the 
League of Women Voters at Des Moines and visited here. He 
addressed students at the local school, introduced to the 
youthful audience by his former teacher, Mrs. Mollie Carran. 

1924 The American Legion Auxiliary was organized with 
20 charter members. Mrs. Alice Fitzsimmons was the first 
president. 

1926 West Branch had its first paved streets. The con- 
crete paving stretched for three miles on two streets, Main 
and Downey. 


HOTEL TAVERN 


GOOD PREMIUM 
BEER 
AND 
CIGARETTES 


AXEL PEDERSEN, Prop. 


1928 Herbert Hoover opened his campaign here in Au- 
gust. Two mammoth tents covered the athletic field with rest 
tents equipped with cots, chairs, telephones and running wa- 
ter. There were drinking fountains on the grounds, amplify- 
ing systems, nation wide broadcasting facilities and accommo- 
dations for parking 4,000 cars with Davenport police giving 
assistance to direct traffic. There were free camping grounds 
and townspeople opened their homes to guests. There were 
food stands galore. The official guests were served meals at 
church dining rooms, N. P. Olsen was mayor, T. A. Moore 
was chairman of the historic event, other committeemen were 
John Thompson, president of the Tloover Farm club, and 
W. B. Anderson. 

For the occasion, the second floor of the grade school build- 
ing was used by Western Union where 20 special circuits 
were installed with 35 men on duty for the day. At the press 
rooms at the same building were accommodations for 250 
newspaper correspondents. 

Amplifiers were installed in the high school auditorium 
which seated 550 persons. 

The special train from Palo Alto, California, which brought 
Herbert Hoover, Mrs Hoover and their sons, Herbert Hoover 
Jr. and Allan, arrived at 7:30 a.m. Bands led the official party 
to the Hoover Birthplace home where a breakfast was served 
by Mrs. Jennie Scellars who had lived there for a number of 
years. The guests included Governor John Hammill. Follow- 
ing the breakfast Mr. Hoover visited his parents’ graves at the 
local cemetery. He saw the farm homes of his grandfather, 
Eli Hoover, and Uncle Allen Hoover. 


DR. J. R. ARNOLD 
VETERINARIAN 


Phone 93 


LARSENS STORE 


MEN’S WEAR 


Matched Suits 
Jackets - 
Billfolds - 


Dress and Polo Shirts 
Pajamas - Underwear 
Belts - Hats - 
Work Clothing 
Bachelor’s Friend Guaranteed Sox 
Work and Dress Shoes - Rubber Footwear 


Caps - Ties 
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A New, Modern, Large Capacity Corn Grinder 


BOW SHER No 35 VERTICAL 


FEED MILL 
SPECIAL FEATURES 


®@ Anti-Friction Bearings 


Elevator is Demountable for 


@ Pressure Lubrication Traveling 
®@ Tool Steel Cutting Edges ® Solid and Well Built—Will Last 
@ Slow Speed Operation for Years 
@ Power Take-Off or Belt Drive @ Pulled by the Tractor—Run by the 
@ Rugged Needle Bearing Universal Tractor 

Pals @ Compact—Takes Up Little Space 
@ Drive Gears Run in a Bath of Oil bs vit Anywhere Without Staking 

‘ own 

© Offset Hopper Keeps Grain In ® Half the Shoveling is Eliminated 7 
ce Hopper Adjustable to Three ®@ Vertical lay Gives Largest od 

Positions Capa Bose Se he 
@ Helicoid Auger-Type Elevator © One Mill fer All Kinds of Corn 1 eee iz 
@ Spout of Elevator Swings in a Grinding 

Complete Circle @ Burrs Last from 10,000 to 15,000 
® Elevators of Two Heights Bushels 


When You Buy -- Buy the Best! 


L. N. ELLYSON and RUMMELLS & SON 


W. M. PAULSON & SON 


DESIGNERS 
AND 
BUILDERS 


EXTEND GREETINGS 
TO 
WEST BRANCH 
ON ITS 
CENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY 
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Direct to Farm Delivery 


e ENGINE FUELS 
e MOTOR FUELS 
BURNING OILS 
e GREASES 

e GEAR LUBRICANTS 


JEFFRIES 
DEEP ROCK SERVICE 


STATION AND TANK WAGON 
Phone 268 West Branch, Ia. 
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Besides the momentous speech, there were receptions, con- ° 


ferences and luncheons for the honored guests at the home of 
Mr. Hoover’s cousins, Mr. and Mrs. O. O. Yoder, with a 
dinner at the home of other cousins, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Branson. After spending the night at the Yoders, the Hoover 
party left for Iowa City and Cedar Rapids where they made 
other stops. 

The Hoover Homecomer’s Club was organized. 

Herbert Hoover was elected president of the United States 
—the first president to be born west of the Mississippi. In 
the election West Branch voted 528 for Hloover and 46 for 


Al Smith. 


People from all over the United States and other parts of 
the world began coming here to see the humble cottage where 
Herbert Hoover was born. 


1929 Two hundred and seventy-five persons went from 
here to Washington by special train for President Hoover's 
inaugural ceremonies March 4. Governor and Mrs. Hammill 
and the Coe College band of Cedar Rapids accompanied the 
group. 

West Branch took part in a two hour parade with W. B. 
Anderson, F. L. Pearson, and Paul Coulter carrying the blue 
satin, gold lettered banner, ‘West Branch, lowa, Hoover’s 
Birthplace.” Hoover’s early teacher Mrs. Mollie Carran re- 
ceived special recognition. 

That same year, the state corn husking contest was held at 
the John Thompson farm a mile south of town with an esti- 
mated crowd of 10,000 persons. 


e 
The West Branch Jimes issued a special edition using paper 


made of corn stalks and ink made of straw. 

Callie Mae Bumgardner was named queen of “Tomato 
Day”. Two baskets of choice tomatoes were sent to the 
Hoovers at the White House. 

1929 The Pilgrim Chapter, DAR, placed a marker, a na- 
tive boulder, at the Hoover Birthplace. Celebrities were here 
from many parts including Father E. J. Flanagan and 40 boys 
and their band from Boys Town. Three DAR’s slept in a 
famous bedroom at the birthplace that night and after consid- 
erable red tape a notary public signed a statement to prove to 
their home folks they had actually slept there. 

1930) The United States Marine band gave an open air 
concert at the Hoover Birthplace. 

The following year the U.S. Army band played there. 

1932 Herbert Hoover opened his campaign for reelection 
at Des Moines. Mayor T. A. Moore declared a half-day 
holiday for the event and arrangements were made for West 
Branchers to meet Hoover’s special train at West Liberty and 
have an opportunity to go to the Capitol city. 

Three hundred persons boarded a train at West Branch 
that October to go to Des Moines as a second section of the 
presidential train. 

Four ex-servicemen were in the American Legion parade 
of 1500 volunteers among whom were E. A. Gray, R. L. Gray, 
S. L. Jetfries, and L. W. Heald. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt won the November elec- 
tion. Three-fourths of the West Branch votes were for Her- 
bert Hoover. 

1934 Former President Hoover, Mrs. Hoover and ex-gov- 
ernor Arthur Hyde visited West Branch. 


Compliments of... 


IOWA CITY SALES CO. 


Deda GATENS -&° SONS 


IOWA CITY, IOWA 
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RUTHENBERG CLOTHING CO, | “NE FARM EQUIP. Co. 


WEST LIBERTY, IA. 


West Liberty, Iowa 
McCORMICK FARM EQUIPMENT 


CONGRATULATES INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER 
WEST BRANCH ON 100 YEARS REFRIGERATION 
OF PROSPERITY KEWANEE AND FARMERS FRIEND 
ELEVATORS 


For This Celebration We Have 
Summer Suits 


S lack DR. C. W. JIRAS 
Rane tae ceKs AXEL WERNER Bey 

Summer Shirts raga ny 

Straw Hats Piano Tuning 

Ventilated Shoes and DR. ELIZABETH 

: Repairing JIRAS 
Summer Ties CHIROPRACTORS 
Summer Socks Phone 195 Phone 7 


WEST BRANCH 
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WEST LIBERTY STATE BANK 


WEST LIBERTY, IOWA 


Page 32 


eR 


me a meme 


OUGIAY BAIMAAT GMA SSVAWaH 


@AOTAVEIS 
2AM W 3 Ad | 
{026 tsi ASASIY FINA 
YTID AWOl ve 
CAOTIARIOMED | 
2?) enod4 


Tv anen4 
HOVARS T2awW 


sree 7 ' 


STTAIUTARDMOD ” 
GAATY 801 YO HDOMAA Taw 
YTINAIZORT FO 
eva oW aoltnrdeleD eid 10% 

alive reminue 
atonl2 iemmue 
abide 19cm 
etoH waite 
agora boinlitneV 
2eiT ten 
also? tsermwve 


‘Qt zee 


Ae re et, = ‘ - nore ‘ —e a - 


1933 WPA projects were in evidence here. Banks were 
closed by the bank holiday. The Citizens Savings Bank never 
re-opened, the business being absorbed in the older institution, 
which was then re-named the First State Bank. 

1934 People of the community gathered at the school 
grounds to honor several men, all of whom played an impor- 
tant part in the town’s history. Besides Dr. L. J. Leech, who 
practiced medicine here for 51 years, they were: J. T. Butler, 
manager of the West Branch telephone company for 46 years, 
for 45 years he was Chief of the volunteer fire department; 
Hans Johnson, who came here in 1890 to become an Amer- 
ican citizen and engage for a 44-year period at a harness shop, 
and B. A, Gill, 43-year owner of the drug store. 

1935 Fred Albin purchased the Hoover property from the 
Scellar’s estate for Allan Hoover, the former president’s son, 

1936 Herbert: Hoover and son, Allan Hoover, and Mrs. 
Allan Hoover came to West Branch to look over the birth- 
place grounds and to meet the contractors who were engaged 
to restore the birthplace cottage. 

The old wooden footbridge which spanned Wapsinonoc 
creek on South Downey was closed and a new concrete bridge 
constructed. 

1938-40 The Hoover Birthplace cottage was restored to 
look as it did when the Hoover family lived there with many 
of the original furnishings. A caretaker’s home was built to 
the west of the famous two-room cottage and Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Stratton moved there to be caretakers and hosts to the 
thousands of people who were coming there annually to visit 
the shrine. 


CATTLE HOGS 


- 


Pd) 


October 13, $6800 in bonds was voted for the construction 
of a new Municipal hall at the old city hall site at the corner 
of Main and First streets. Federal funds amounting to $18,014 
were to aid in the project. W. B. Anderson was mayor. 

“Isis—The Egyptian Goddess of Life,” a bronze statue; a 
gift from the children, refugees and soldiers of Belgium in 
recognition of Flerbert Hoover’s work as food administrator, 
was placed at the | loover Birthplace grounds. 

1939) Mrs. Herbert Hoover paid her last visit to her hus- 
band’s birthplace when she came with Allan and his wife. 
(She died in 1944.) 

The Tloover Birthplace Society was organized. Fred Albin, 
boyhood friend of Herbert Hoover, was the first president; 
W. B. Anderson was the vice president and F. L. Pearson was 
secretary-treasurer. When Mr. Albin resigned he was suc- 
ceeded by W. B. Anderson as president. A, M. Leech, also a 
boyhood friend of Hloover’s, was named vice president and 
following the death of Mr. Pearson, L. C. Rummells became 
secretary-treasurer. 

Scattergood, the Friends boarding school established in 
1890 and which was discontinued as a school in 1931, was 
opened as a refugee hostel for Europeans in 1939. The hostel, 
operated under the direction of Conservative and Progressive 
Friends and the American Friends Service Committee, closed 
officially March 15, 1943, and was reopened as a Friends 
school shortly thereafter, and as such continues to operate on 
an interracial student basis. 

1942 Levi Bowles, 86, one of the most prominent mem- 
bers of the Conservative group of Friends, died. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WEST BRANCH CENTENNIAL 


SHEEP HORSES 


GIBSON GENERAL SALE CO. 


Live Stock Auction Every Monday 
NO CONSIGNMENT TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL 


We Buy Market Hogs Every Day 
in the Week 


MIKE JACK, Owner and Manager 


Phone 226 
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To Buy or Sell a House or Farm 
and 
To Insure Your Property, Car, Crop and Life 
See Fred V. Johnson 


JOHNSON REALTY CO. 


Office 2002 - PHONES - Res. 7592 


Iowa State Bank Bldg. Iowa City, Iowa 


J. C. PENNEY COMPANY 


Dependable Quality Always 


IOWA CITY, IOWA 


FORSYTH 
BUICK SALES & SERVICE 


Buick and GMC Trucks 


Accessories and Parts 


WEST LIBERTY, IOWA 
Phone 223 Res. 330 


LEAL B. HOFFMAN 
REALTOR 


Farm and City Property 


20 EAST COLLEGE 
OFFICE 8-1311 RESIDENCE 2725 


IOWA CITY, IOWA 


CONGRATULATIONS 
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ALDOUS 
FLOWER SHOP 


FRANK E. LEE (Owner) 


IOWA CITY, IOWA 
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KELLY FARM 
EQUIPMENT CO. 


* 


ALLIS-CHALMERS 
SALES AND SERVICE 


TRACTORS 
FARM MACHINERY 


* 


Telephone 7615 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 
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The local United Service Women of America organized at 
West Branch. Twelve ladies were charter members, naming 
Mrs. Edith Anderson as the first president. In 1947 the or- 
ganization became an auxiliary to the Anwvets. 

1944 Fred J. Beranek, transfer company owner, pur- 
chased an airplane to become the only businessman in West 
Branch history to own and pilot his own plane for business 
and pleasure purposes. His first plane was a two-place Cessna, 
replaced in 1946 by an Ercoupe. 

1946 Mrs. Maud Stratton terminated her association with 
the West Branch Times after nearly half a century of service. 
After her retirement, she wrote a book, “Herbert Hoover's 
Home Town: The Story of West Branch,” presenting a copy 
of it to Mr. Hoover when he came here to celebrate his 74th 
birthday, August 10, 1948. 

1947 Twenty-five acres of adjoining land to the south and 
west of the Birthplace cottage was purchased to provide larger 
park area. The grounds and improvements were to cost an 
estimated $50,000—the gift of “friends”. 

Mrs. Deborah Haines, 95, the oldest native here, died. She 
was the first woman to be elected to the West Branch school 
board. For 17 years she served as superintendent of the 
Methodist Sunday School. 

Mrs. Mary B. Fawcett, the oldest resident in local history, 
died shortly before her 101st birthday. 

The fire department purchased a new high pressure fog- 
type fire truck. The Dodge fire truck, a 350 gallon, low pres- 
sure outfit, which had been in use since 1935, replaced a 1923 
International fire truck. An earlier Ford fire truck had been 


CONGRATULATIONS 


For more than 52 years our firm has been serv- 
ing your comrnunity and ours. 

Our relations have been the pleasantest, and 
on this, your 100th ANNIVERSARY, we wish to 
extend our most sincere congratulations and 
thanks to you, our neighbors, and hope that we 
may continue to be your good neighbors and 
friends for many years to come. 


DITMARS, KERR & CO. 


Building Materials, JOHN DEERE Farm 
Equipment, Hardware and 
GENERAL ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 


WEST LIBERTY, IOWA 


abandoned. 

Funds for the new fog-type fire truck, totaling $8,000, were 
raised by the local volunteer fire department and the Rural 
Fire Fighting Equipment Association of which John Offringa, 
local dairyman, was chairman. 

In September the veteran’s memorial society held a formal 
cornerstone laying ceremony of the Memorial Building. H. A. 
Johnson was chairman of the Veteran’s Memorial society 
which raised $35,000 in contributions for the new structure as 
a tribute to veterans of all wars. W.B. Anderson was master 
of ceremonies with the Hon. Thomas E. Martin, U. S. Con- 
gressman, as the speaker. Einer Paulsen laid the cornerstone. 
Elvin A. Marks was commander of the local Legion post. The 
building was erected just west of the First State Bank on the 
site of the old pool hall, once the Indian school building. 

West Branch had 10 gold stars on its World War II honor 
roll. They were C. Robert Davidson, William Howard Thum- 
ma, Henry L. Espensen, Orville Loercher, Weston F. Melson, 
Charles Wesley Parry, Joseph Wayne Lewis, Charles Leroy 
Ketchum, Vincent C. Lynch and Francis Joseph Gerlits. Gold 
Star parents were honored at the cornerstone laying ceremony. 

A new vocational agriculture building was erected at the 
West Branch schools. It is said to be one of the best in the 
state. 

1948 The Legion Community Day celebration was held 
with a carnival, livestock show, FFA and 4-H events, baseball 
games, street dance, band concerts, etc. The 1923 Interna- 
tional fire truck was auctioned off for $150. Highlights of the 
day was the dedication of the new Memorial building on Main 


41580575 


Only lhe EY 


OF FINE GRANITE 


Rock of Ages monuments are made of world famous Rock 
of Ages granite. Yet so high are Rock of Ages standards 
that only about one-sixth of this fine granite is chosen for 
Rock of Ages Family Monuments. That’s why Rock of Ages 
craftsmen can produce such delicate beauty of design, detail, 
and finish. And that’s why every Rock of Ages monument 
is backed by a bonded guarantee to you, your keirs or 
descendants. 


IOWA MEMORIAL COMPANY 
WEST LIBERTY, IOWA 
R. H. LITTLE 


Your Friendly Neighbors 


ED. WAITE 


Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Repair 
Work, Stone for Fireplace and 
Sidewalk 


SHOW ROOMS 


TIPTON CEDAR RAPIDS 
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GOODFELLOW 
SIGN & NEON CO. 


IOWA CITY, IOWA 
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L. E. LEWIS 


Groceries & Meats 


WEST LIBERTY, IOWA 


V. H. GORE 


YE, + —EWELER 


(52) / AND 
WATCHMAKER 
AL 316 E. Market 
RINGS IOWA CITY 
DIAMONDS IOWA 


JEWELRY 
“Worthy of Your Confidence” 
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QUALITY 
CHEKD 
ICE CREAM 


*(¥{ CHEKD BY 
*(W{CHEKD BY 


QUALITY<// CHEKD ICE CREAM 


THIS SYMBOL OF ICE CREAM QUALITY 


¢ IS YOUR DOUBLE* ASSURANCE OF... 


© Purity of Ingredients © Cleanliness in Manufacture 
© Amount of Ingredients © Excellence of Flavor 


OUR OWN LABORATORY 
A NATIONAL FOOD LABORATORY 
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street. The postoffice was moved from a building at the south- 
east corner of Main and Downey intersection to the first floor 
of the new structure. The second floor and the basement were 
reserved for Legion groups. 

Mrs. Anna Edwards was elected mayor of the town, the 
first local woman to hold such a position. 

Herbert Hoover, president of the U. S. from 1929 to 1933, 
was here to celebrate his 74th birthday. 

25,000 visitors were here to honor Mr. Hoover, who was 
accompanied by his son, Herbert Hoover Jr., his wife and 
daughter, Joan, and Mrs, Allan Hloover and son Allen Jr. 
W. B. Anderson, president of the Hloover Birthplace society, 
was in charge of arrangements. Boyhood friends of the for- 
mer president, A. M. Leech, Fred Albin, both of West Branch, 
and N. C. Butler of Cedar Rapids were here to greet him. 

Governor Robert D. Blue and many other notables attended 
the celebration; mayors of 817 lowa towns were invited; 25 
high school bands and the VFW band of Cedar Rapids took 
part in the program and the estimated 1000 musicians played 
“Washington Post March” in unison. The crowd joined in 
singing the “Happy Birthday” song. Hundreds of youths 
representing the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, 
Future Farmers of America and 4-H clubs participated in the 
parade. Gifts were presented the honoree by several groups 
and there were other acknowledgments of the birthday occa- 
sion. 

“The Meaning of America” was the topic of Mr. Hoover’s 
speech during the afternoon which was broadcast to the nation 
over major radio networks. 


During the noon hour, 110 distinguished guests gathered 
around the festive board for a typical lowa dinner of fried 
chicken with all the trimmings. Highlight of the meal was a 
tiered birthday cake encircled at the base with 74 candles. 
Many of the other visitors brought basket lunches. 

There was an estimated 10,000 cars and 35 additional 
highway patrolmen to assist Legionnaires of West Branch, 
special police officers of Davenport, lowa City and Cedar 
Rapids. 

Soon after Mr, Hoover arrived that day at 11 a.m., he with 
other members of the Tloover Birthplace Society met to dis- 
cuss plans for development of an additional 25 acres of park 
eround, adjoining the original birthplace park, to the south 
and west. 

A recreation center for teen agers was established. 

1949 20,000 persons visited the Hoover birthplace during 
the year. The Hoover Birthplace Society announced a com- 
munity picnic would be held each year on August 10, to 
honor the former president on his birthday. 

A $4,100 improvement was made at the high school athletic 
field with considerable help, donated by citizens of the com- 
munity. The original field was laid out as an amphitheater 
about 1919, 

Nicholas Larson, prominent Quaker, died July 29 at the 
age of 95 years. When he was 21 years old he came here 
from Denmark, living on the same farm for over 60 years. 

1950 Mrs. Laura Gray observed her 91st birthday Sep- 
tember 3. A Sunday school teacher for 65 years, she was also 
a long time member of the library board. She is the oldest 


Reddy Kilowatt Salutes... 


Re Weeol!: BRANCH 
S*% ON ITS 100th ANNIVERSARY 


Reddy congratulates West Branch on its Centennial... 

» a century of community progress which has produced 
civic achievements ... and countless sons and daugh- 
ters who have gone out in‘o ihe world, helping to make it 
a better place in which to live. Reddy is proud to have 
played a small part in that development by supplying 
the electric service needed to make modern living in West 
Branch a reality. Every day more and more uses are 
found for your dependable electric servant. He’s happy 
that he can supply an even greater service to the com- 
munity during the coming century. 
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Where else can you find a 
servant who does so much... 
for so little! 


IOWA ELECTRIC LIGHT=: POWER 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
WEST BRANCH 
ON YOUR 
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


* 


WEST LIBERTY 
OIL CO. 


CONOCO PRODUCTS 
FEDALE McINTOSH 


Phone 94 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


CONGRATULATIONS 


West Branch on Your Centennial 


It reminds us of our heritage and the responsi- 
bility of upholding those good things which our 
pioneers established for us. 


When you want service on your car or think 
of buying a new automobile we hope you think 


first of 


EDEN MOTORS 


YOUR KAISER-FRAZER & HENRY J DEALER 
629 S. Riverside Dr. 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 
Dial 3818 


WEST BRANCH 


On 100 Years of Prosperity 


A FULL LINE OF JACK SPRAT 


CANNED FRUITS AND. VEGETABLES 
“Treats To Eat’’ 


SECREST FOODLAND 


JACK SPRAT FOOD STORE 


.-» Phone 176... 
WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
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member of the local Legion Auxiliary. Mrs. Gray owns the 
old Maxson home where John Brown found refuge just prior 
to his fateful journey to Harper’s Ferry. 

About 400 native trees were planted at the new 25 acre 
park addition at the Hoover Birthplace as the first step in a 
long range development program. Youth groups from the sur- 
rounding communities took part in the planting activities. 
Arrangement of the park was planned for simplicity to cor- 
respond with the setting of the humble birthplace cottage of 
the former president. Future plans there include fireplaces, 
picnic tables, shrubbery and a serpentine drive. 

The West Branch Lions Club was former with 28 charter 
members. Larry Foraker was named president. 

Fourteen new houses were under construction here for one 
of the biggest building booms in recent year. 

Mrs. Jane White was 95 years old December 29. Born at 
Rochester she has spent her entire lifetime in this community. 
She is the oldest resident of West Branch. 

J. L. Fisher, 99, died. Born at Washburn, Illinois, he had 
talked on different occasions to Abraham Lincoln. 

Two hundred Boy Scout groups of Cedar, Johnson and 
Scott counties attended a Buffalo Bill area Camporee at the 
Hoover Birthplace park. 

The Pearson Memorial hall at Clear Lake Methodist Camp 
was dedicated July 7 in tribute to F. L. Pearson who spent 30 
years furthering the work of the Clear Lake Institute as regis- 
trar and business manager. During that same period, Mr. 
Pearson, who died in 1944, was cashier of the First State 
Bank here. 


Herbert Hoover Jr. was here to attend the regular meeting 
of the Hoover Birthplace Society, August 10, the date of his 
father’s birthday. 


1951 West Branch is to improve four miles of streets 
during the year, and a new street lighting system is being 
installed. 

The Hoover Birthplace Grange was organized with Paul 
Irons, vocational agriculture instructor, as master. The organ- 
ization had 42 charter members. 

Donald Johnson, American Legion Commander of the first 
district, was nominated as candidate for state commander for 
1952-53. 

February 13, Mrs. Miriam Branson observed her 94th birth- 
day. Her early school teacher at Bloomington was [Herbert 
Hoover’s mother, Hulda Minthorn Hoover. 

West Branch celebrated its 100th birthday July 12-15 with 
a huge celebration including three nights of pageant depicting 
West Branch’s history. The spectacle was directed by the 
John B. Rogers Production Co. of Fostoria, Ohio. 


CLARENCE CREW 


CONTRACTOR AND BUILDER 


Phone 78 


T. C. PARKER 
WELL DRILLING 


PHONE 133 


WATER, OIL & GAS WELLS 


CORE DRILLING 


WEST BRANCH, IOWA 


BLAST HOLES 
PUMP REPAIRING 


“DRILLED WELLS ARE BETTER” 
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Greetings — West Branch — on 100 Years of Progress... 


FRED J. BERANEK 
TRUCKING SERVICE 


Started 
Operations with 
Two Straight 


Trucks 


1934 TRAILER IN CHICAGO 


Six Semi-Tractors 
and Trailers 
Three Straight 

Trucks peg, Sa IE A He OPO INS Ohare 3 
® ES on Sg eta ep 


1951 TRAILER AT LOCAL YARDS 
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YOUR STATION OF SERVICE IN EASTERN IOWA 
ooo FOR... 


MUSIC -- NEWS -- SPORTS 
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KXIC 


Which Salutes a Rich 100 Years of 
WEST BRANCH HISTORY 
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At 800 


You Never Have To Change Your Day Time Radio Dial 
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WEST BRANCH 
Was 24 Years Old 
When This Bank Was 
Founded 


The year after Herbert Hoover was born in West Branch, this bank opened for 
business, and we have been growing with this community ever since. Today, 
with more than three-quarters of a century behind us, we have the distinction 
of being the oldest bank in Cedar County, and one of the twenty-eight oldest 
in Iowa. 


ACTIVE MANAGEMENT 


All through the years, the executive head of the bank has held the title of 
Cashier. We are listing the Cashiers on this page. How many of them have 
you known? a 


The present Cashier, Mr. L. C. Rummells, started at the bottom with the bank 
32 years ago and served in all departments until August 14, 1944, when he at- 
tained his present position. The bank, under his management, has shown a 
most substantial advance in the volume of its business and in total deposits. 


LOOKING AHEAD 


As West Branch enters its second century, the First State Bank looks forward 
to playing an increasingly important role in the progress of the community and 
the individual advancement of its citizens. 


OUR CASHIERS YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 
We hope you will stop in and see our 
sip pein bis ica cre bank aie the 100th. birthday of our 
L. I. CowciLu J. F. Apa town. You will enjoy seeing the pictur- 
Ba. Worn Bis paxncoe esque stockade around our building. And 
; mae | watch our float as it passes down the 

J. E. Myers L. C. RUMMELLS _ street. 


FIRST STATE BANK, West Branch, Iowa 
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